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Lawyer and ‘Citizen of the World’
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have been called Ms, Hezbollah

by judges in court. Sometimes,
it is an honest mistake, but you can
tell when someone does it to be sar-
castic. That hurts,

[ 'am Lebanese, but I am really a
citizen of the world. I don’t present
myself as a Lebanese Arab Muslim.
1 am a professional.

Immigrant
Storie s

My ﬁrst languages are Arabic

and French. I went to French Catho-

lic schools in Lebanon, where we
were not allowed to speak Arabic,
even during recess. Then I went

to American Pmtestant mlss:onary ;

schools.  *
I Jearned Arabic rea]ly when 1

went to the American school, be-

!

cause there was more emphams on il i

literature and language.

I came to.the U.S. for the ﬁrst'

time to see my brother who was in
medical school in New York City.

He begged me to stay. I said no -

because they had just turned on the

lights on the corniche [the seashoré
drive in Beruit], and I said there 55 _

nothing 1ife that.

I was quite’ encouraged by my
family to study because they are all
highly educated lawyers judges, et
cetera. There was always the need
to do more, to do better.

In February 1983, I passed the
bar in Lebanon, My uncle had one
of the oldest established law firms
in Lebanon.

I had to beg him to let me work
at the firm. I worked with one of
his associates, and when the client
came back and told my uncle what
a good job I had done, then he took
me in. Until now, we work together
on international cases.

[ didn’t come to the U.S. to make
my millions or to take my piece of
the pie, but for education. I was
just finishing my apprenticeship in
Beirut when I thought I could do
an L.L.M. in the U.S. for one year.
I stayed for the summer, but when
I wanted to go back, the airport
was closed in Beirut because of the
civil war, so [ was sort of stuck. It
was still really bad; it was not safe

“even to go to Damascus. That was

20 years ago.

So my adviser suggested I stay.
I was in Sacramento at McGeorge
University. I decided not to limit
myself to California, so I looked

‘Working with two parties on two contints |
is what I dream of. I want to bring U.S.
investment directly to Lebanon.’

Wafa Hoballah,
International lawyer
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civil war is over or not. Its still con- [ really feel violated, like a woman
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myself to California, s 1 Tooked
back east. =
Tn- Washington DE,
time, there were only two Arab
attorneys. It was unheard of for a

young Lebanese kid to get a job at’

a midsized firm in Georgetown. But
the managing partner didn't care;
he saw me as young and energetic:
He sent me to all of the international
conferences. Some partners raxsed
eyebrows at'that. o

But [ worked with a senior part-

- ner who had contracts with compa- - k
- going back to stay after retirement.:

Itis easier to retire there because of - -

nies in Europe and the Middle East,
- Saudi Arabia. We worked mostly
in the area of secure technologies,

things like communication systetns . -

that worked in the desert.

Slowly; 1" started. ‘working’ on’
Lebanese Taw, from D.C: contacts = -
" Thad, The demand became bigger:
and blgger and T started to become -
. ‘known asan - expert in Lebanese -

- law. I 'don’t advertise; but firms that
are really: diligent about represent
“ing their clients [who have: busmess
* theminister of the Interior to set up

~ in Lebanon], they find me.: -
You know, working with two

~parties on two-continents is what :
-1 dream of. T want to bring - US.
investment  directly ‘to’ Lebanon, "
“because for the last few years, it has
all come through Dubar or Saudr»

Arabia. .
There is a lot of i 1gnorance about

Lebanon. People don’t know if the

at that

civil war Is over or ot Tt SRl &ot ™™

sidered a terrorist place.

-My cousins in Europe call me
the "American cousin. I have béén
a citizen for 11 years. People theré
think we Americans are a lot of
crazy junkies, that we don’t have
our own culture, that we just wear
jeans and watch TV. So we don’t
have a national food, but so what?
We have a lot of other things. -

Even though I am still'here physi-
cally; I try tobridge the gap between
the USS. and Lebanon. I had really
been working on'opening myself to

the structure of Lebanese families.

There 15 more to do and more sup--

port. Now, T don’t know if] have the
energy tofeel that way agam

1 just ‘returned ‘from @ trip’ to: -
Beirut with the Los Angeles-Beirut
Sister Cities Orgarization. We had -
a 17-person delegation, including
Eric ‘Garcetti and Dennis Zifie: We:-
met with the mayor of Beirut; the

prime* minister, the* ambassador,

cultural soc1a1 and trade tres

E xactly ﬁve days after we left Is L
rael started bombmg, and they :

closed the airport again. -

- Some’ of " the members of’ the‘
- delegation ‘are-still there. They are’
devastated; they cant beI'eve therr :

eyes

“asking about my famrly 5
‘many others, he had to wait several

' days'fo be evacuated My mother

are-here; at least’ you ‘have: some
‘ﬁrsthand knowledge, g

Treally feel violated, like a womsan
whe has been raped Wlth my eyeS‘
open. A

Some lawyers; if ’they are very’
pro-Israeli, they don’t know how to :
deal with me or how to approach |
me. My last name, Hoballah, means!
the love of god. It's not Hezbollah, :
the Party of God. It’s a major d1f
ference. ,

1 will just say I am agamst all
violence.

-1 have had calls from people
1 haven't heard from for years, |
friends; clients, colleagues, people

My brother arrived in Beirut the
day the airport was bombed. Like

still hves there i

In' some ways, it's easier to be :
there. Whe%you are there, you
don’t WOITY..as much as when you'y

‘Thaven’t been able to get aphe e
hne th u_gh today 1 havent been‘

ment of the sister c1t1es members.
won't be deraded by thrs mrlrtary




